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Dates:
Monday - Thursday
June 10 - 14
June 17 - 20
June 24 - 27
Times:
8:30 - 11:30 AM
12:30 - 3:30 PM
8:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Location:
Monticello
High School
5225 School Blvd.

Why NWTA?
Contact us:
Jeremiah: 763-272-2031
Community Ed Director

Clay: 763-272-2841
Enrichment Coordinator

CE Office: 763-272-2030
M-F 7:45 AM-3:45 PM

Because all children deserve to have their
learning needs met, including our high
potential students!
Northwest Talent Academy is dedicated to
meeting the needs of those identified high
potential learners by providing unique
challenges in a fast-paced and engaging
educational environment.
NWTA offers a wide variety of educational and
enriching opportunities, covering subjects
from STEM to music to creative thinking, and
much more. Programming is designed to
pique interests, develop passions, and make
education both exciting and enticing for our
high-potential learners.

Registration

monticello.ce.eleyo.com
NWTA Member Directory

Search Northwest Talent Academy or find it with
the explore all programs.

Annandale
Big Lake
Buffalo Hanover Montrose
Elk River Area Schools
Monticello
St. Michael/Albertville

We will have a supervised lunch
from 11:30 - 12:30 for students
taking two half day classes.

Once you land on the course catalog you can
view all available classes.
Locations, prices and availability are listed.
If the class is full it will show a waitlist.

Review your program and check out.

Lunch is not provided. Please
pack a lunch, snack and water
bottle for your child.
Parent drop off time is 15
minutes prior to class.

Pick up time is at the end
of class.

NWTA June 10-13 Schedule
Class Name

"Kidditch" Through The Ages
Board Games Aren't Boring

Dates

Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

Times

Grades

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

6-8

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

4-5

Fee

$230

$220

Book Creations-Publish Your Own Book!

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

3-5

$216

Coding Music With Sonic-Pi

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

5-8

$200

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Brainstorming, Journaling, and Creative Writing-OH MY!

Mon - Thur

DIY SCI!

Mon - Thur

ESCAPE!

Mon - Thur

ESCAPE!

12:30-3:30 PM

8:30-11:30 AM
12:30-3:30 PM

Escape Camp!

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Explore The World

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

Explore The World II
I Need A [sp]Hero!

Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course

Mon - Thur

Multiplication Mania and Hands-On Challenges

Mon - Thur

Predator and Prey

12:30-3:30 PM

8:30-11:30 AM
12:30-3:30 PM

2-3

$106

2-5

$106

6-8

$136

6-8

$136

4-5

$240

2-5

$110

3-5

$136

6-8

4-6

$110

$110

6-8

$136

8:30-11:30 AM

2-5

$106

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

2-5

$116

Renewable Energies

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

5-8

$106

Sign Language

Mon - Thur

2-8

$100

Middle School Theater Workshop
Mystery Mania!

Problem Solving Skills and Mysteries
Sign Language

Simple Machines

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

The Harry Potter Experience

Mon - Thur

Theatre For Beginners

Mon - Thur

The Maker Movement-Creating Poetry
Uke Can Do It! A Beginner's Ukulele Class
Welcome to Hogwarts

12:30-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

6-8
6-8
2-3

2-8

6-8

$126
$100
$200

$100

$106

12:30-3:30 PM

3-6

$116

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

2-5

$126

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

8:30 AM-3:30 PM
8:30-11:30 AM

5-8

4-7

2-5

$206

$146

$116

NWTA June 10-13 Schedule
Class Name

What A Relief! An Introduction To Printmaking
You're A Poet, Don't You Know It?!?!

Dates

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

Times

Grades

8:30-11:30 AM

2-3

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Fee

6-8

$236

Times

Grades

Fee

8:30-11:30 AM

6-8

$106

NWTA June 17-21 Schedule
Class Name

Dates

"Kidditch" Through The Ages

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Adventures in Knitting

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

Adventures in Acting

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Coding Music With Sonic-Pi

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

ESCAPE!

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

Book Creations-Publish Your Own Book!

Brainstorming, Journaling, and Creative Writing-OH MY!
ESCAPE!

Engineering

Escape Camp!

Explore The World II
Explore the World

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

8:30-11:30 AM
12:30-3:30 PM

8:30 AM-3:30 PM
12:30-3:30 PM

8:30-11:30 AM

6-8

$230

4-8

$116

2-3

$106

6-8

$100
$216

5-8

$200

6-8

$136

6-8
2-8
4-5

$136
$106
$240

6-8

$110

2-5

$110

Hatchet By Gary Poulsen

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

5-6

$200

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

3-5

$136

Learn to CODE With Scratch

Mad Scientists: An Advanced Chemistry Crash Course
Middle School Theater Workshop

Multiplication Mania and Hands-On Challenges
Mystery Mania!

Oak Savanna Environmental Education
Problem Solving Skills and Mysteries

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM
12:30-3:30 PM

12:30-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

4-8
6-8

6-8

$100
$136

$126

2-5

$106

7-8

$200

6-8
2-3

$100
$200

NWTA June 17-21 Schedule
Class Name

Dates

Times

Grades

12:30-3:30 PM

3-6

The Chemistry of Candy

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

The Science of Baking!

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

The Harry Potter Experience
Theatre For Beginners
Uke Can Do It!

Welcome to Hogwarts

You're A Poet, Don't You Know It?!?!

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

8:30-11:30 AM

Fee

6-8

$126

2-5

$110

5-8

$156

2-5

$116
$126

2-5

$116

Times

Grades

Fee

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

3-5

8:30-11:30 AM

2-3

$106

NWTA June 24-27 Schedule
Class Name

Dates

Adventures in Knitting

Mon - Thur

Brainstorming, Journaling, and Creative Writing-OH MY!

Mon - Thur

Board Games Aren't Boring

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM
12:30-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

ESCAPE!

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Escape Camp!

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

CSI: Coder. Storyteller. Inventor.
Coding Music With Sonic-Pi
ESCAPE!

Explore The World II
Explore the World

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM
12:30-3:30 PM
12:30-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Learn to CODE With Scratch

Mon - Thur

Mad Scientists: An Advanced Chemistry Crash Course

Mon - Thur

Google Drawing Coloring Book Creation
Learn To Play Cribbage!

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course
Middle School Theater Workshop

Mon - Thur

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

4-8

$116

2-3

$106

5-8

$200

3-5

$220
$210

6-8

$136

4-5

$240

6-8
6-8
2-5

$136
$110
$110

2-4

$106

8:30-11:30 AM

5-6

$100

12:30-3:30 PM

6-8

$136

8:30-11:30 AM

8:30-11:30 AM
12:30-3:30 PM

2-5

3-5
6-8

$100

$136
$126

NWTA June 24-27 Schedule
Class Name

Dates

Times

Grades

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

7-8

12:30-3:30 PM

Mystery Mania!

Mon - Thur

Problem Solving Skills and Mysteries

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

12:30-3:30 PM

Oak Savanna Environmental Education
Puzzle Creation Book

Science Of Superheros!

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

The Chemistry of Candy

Mon - Thur

The Science of Baking!

Mon - Thur

The Maker Movement-Creating Poetry
Welcome to Hogwarts

You're A Poet, Don't You Know It?!?!

Google Drawing Coloring Book Creation

12:30-3:30 PM

12:30-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30 AM-3:30 PM

Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM

Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur

8:30-11:30 AM
8:30-11:30 AM
8:30-11:30 AM

Fee

6-8

$100

2-3

$200

5-8

$100

4-6

$200
$110

6-8

$126

2-5

$126

5-8
2-5
2-3
2-4

$206
$116
$106
$106

Class Descriptions
Adventures in Acting - Grades 6-8

Put your talent for drama on stage! Adventures
in Acting will explore the building blocks of acting. Through theater games, improvisation,
movement activities for whole-body acting,
vocal work, basic acting techniques and stage
directions, you will put your imagination to use,
develop stage presence, confidence and
learn about the art of acting. Act now!
Instructor: Michelle Thompson

Adventures in Knitting - Grades 4-8

Book Creations-Publish Your Own Book!
Grades 3-5/6-8

Students will be guided through the creative
process as they develop their own book. Books
can be illustrated by the student, using illustrations provided, or they can work together as an
author and illustrator team. Choosing the
software that best suits their needs, students will
be able to upload and publish their original
work. Each student will receive one softcover
copy of their book. Additional books will be
available to purchase. Books will arrive by mail
when completed by the publisher.
Instructor: Kristen Schrader

Learn to knit or advance your skills in knitting.
Unplug from the world and come learn a fun
and useful skill, meet new friends, and create a
scarf and/or a hat all while learning how the
process of knitting makes us mindful.
Instructor: Lesli Skarphol
Board Games Aren't Boring - Grades 3-5/6-8

While video games might get all the attention
and glory, board games are making a comeback and can be just as fun! In this class we will
play a variety of strategy board and card
games. We will learn the rules of different
games and strategies to succeed at them. We
will also research the history of board games.
After we’ve had some experience playing different kinds of games, students will design their
own game. Then, on the last day of the week,
we will play each other’s games.
Instructor: Anna Morphew

Brainstorming, Journaling, and Creative
Writing-OH MY! - Grades 2-3

Each day we will be introduced to a new
genre of writing. We will discuss major
influences that made that writing style popular
and allow our own creativity to be released
within that genre. At the end of the week, we
will have our very own "book" of writing samples
we have created. We may have the opportunity to submit our work for a chance to be
showcased in the local paper!
Instructor: Alison M Lemke

Class Descriptions
CSI: Coder. Storyteller. Inventor. - Grades 3-5

Create and publish games and stories with
code! You’ll explore a variety of programming
tools and languages and learn more about
algorithms, sequencing, loops, and conditional
statements. We will have a blast discovering
characters, actions, new lands, and new rules
as you design and storytell. Whether you are a
first-time coder, or if you have some programming skills, this course will challenge your mind
and stretch your creativity!
Instructor: Megan Bateman

Coding Music With Sonic-Pi - Grades 5-8

This course is designed to explore basic computer science and programming concepts
through the process of creating sounds and
music. In our lessons, we will teach basic components of the Raspberry Pi system and how it
relates to traditional computers. We will discuss
the generic nature of computation and how
the same computer can be programmed to
do many different things simultaneously. Finally,
we will introduce the most basic principle of
programming: a program as a sequence of instructions. Lessons are structured to emphasize
the importance of creativity in the learning
process and give students the control to turn
their sonic ideas into reality.
Instructor: Walt Boyd

DIY SCI! - Grades 2-5

“Don’t try this at home” does NOT apply here!
DIY SCI will encourage the discovery of scientific concepts through dramatic scientific
demonstrations that students will be able to
reproduce on their own. Students will create
and launch rockets, make vortex rings that
travel across an entire gym, design a LASER
light show, construct their own electromagnets,
use the power of science to levitate objects
and many more exciting demonstrations. At
the end of each day students will come home
with a couple DIY science toys and a renewed
interest in our amazing Universe.
Instructor: Tony Kortenkamp
ESCAPE! - Grades 6-8

The clock is ticking! Do you love a challenge?
Are you cool under pressure? This course will
test your critical thinking and problem solving
abilities as you work together to Escape! whatever situation you find yourself in before time
runs out. Will you be able to outwit the game
master to escape the puzzle based locked
room simulations you will encounter? As we
work on our critical thinking and problem
solving skills, we will test ourselves with several
situations on site and travel to an off-site location as well. Not only will you test your skills trying
to Escape!, you will also become the game
master yourself as you create challenging
Escape! experiences to test each other and to
use on your family and friends.
Instructor: Rebecca Kounkel

Class Descriptions

Engineering - Grades 2-8

What is engineering all about? What do engineers do to solve problems? What is out there
for engineering careers? This class will take a
hands on approach to surveying the different
types of engineering. From civil to industrial we
will be doing projects that represent the different areas of engineering and challenges that
these engineers may face.
Instructor: Marc Olig

Explore The World-Grades 2-5

Grab your passport and get ready to spend a
week traveling around the world! Each day's
journey will have us exploring the language,
culture, and traditions of a different country or
nation. We will learn to speak some Spanish,
have a Chinese New Year parade, learn about
spaghetti and pizza in Italy, and make dreamcatchers as we learn about the Native American cultures right here in Minnesota. If you
have always been curious about the language
and culture of other countries, then this class is
for you. Buckle up and come join us on this exciting world tour!
Instructor: Kaitlin Beck
Explore The World II-Grades 6-8

Escape Camp! - Grades 4-5

TRAPPED! But have no fear! You and your
classmates will work together and use your
team building and critical thinking skills to
escape classroom activities and games!
Thursday the class will head to Puzzles Escape
Room in Buffalo where our training will be put
to the test with not one, but TWO Escape
Room Challenges!
Instructor: Leanne Goerz

Grab your passport and get ready to spend a
week traveling around the world! Each day's
journey will have us exploring the language,
culture, and traditions of a different country or
culture. We will learn to speak some Spanish,
watch a Chinese New Year parade, learn
about spaghetti and pizza in Italy, and make
dreamcatchers as we learn about the Native
American cultures right here in Minnesota. We
will also spend time doing independent research on a country or culture of your choosing
that you will share at the end of the week. If
you have always been curious about the language and culture of other countries, then this
class is for you. Buckle up and come join us on
this exciting world tour!
Instructor: Kaitlin Beck

Google Drawing Coloring Book Creation
Grades 2-4

Students will create their own coloring book.
Using a variety of techniques, including using
technology and/or drawing by hand, each
student will develop a coloring book theme,
create original pictures and designs, as well as
develop a cover design for their coloring book.
Students will receive a final copy of their book
as well as one bound copy.
Instructor: Kristen Schrader

Hatchet By Gary Poulsen - Grades 5-6

Do you like adventure? Do you like reading?
This is the course for you! We will enjoy reading
the wonderful story Hatchet by Gary Paulson,
while engaging in STEM related activities to
help us understand the story. We will read the
story in a variety of different ways, and use art,
engineering, creativity, and comprehension
skills throughout to help us enjoy and understand the story.
Instructor: Amy Weltzin
I Need A [sp]Hero! - Grades 4-6

Do you enjoy playing with technology and
learning new skills? Join us as we program our
Spheros using the Sphero EDU app to take on
different challenges like Archery, Light Painting
and Battlebots. Are you up to the challenge?
Come ready to work hard, learn a new language, play with cool robots, and HAVE FUN!
Instructor: Steve Leuer

Class Descriptions

"Kidditch" Through The Ages - Grades 4-5/6-8

Can’t get enough of J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter
universe? Sad that you’re a muggle who will
never fly? This is the group for you! We will pair
a book study of “Quidditch Through the Ages”
with the active sport of “Kidditch”, the landbased, muggle-friendly Quidditch adaptation!
We will bond with team-members by creating
our own team houses and mascots reminiscent
of those at Hogwarts, experience the different
essential roles within a Kidditch team, dive
deep into Harry Potter’s favorite book, and realize, just for a moment, what it might be like to
be a wizard.
Instructor: Ellie Michaelis

Learn To Play Cribbage! - Grades 2-5

Learn this fun game of strategy and counting
and become a cribbage player for life!
Students will explore the basics of cribbage,
play against different partners, and end with a
class tournament.
Instructor: Julie Stella

Learn to CODE With Scratch - Grades 4-8

Want to learn computer programming but unsure where to begin? This is the course for you!
Scratch is the computer programming language that makes it easy and fun to create interactive stories, games and animations and
share them online. This course is an introduction
to computer science using the programming
language Scratch, developed by MIT. Starting
with the basics of using Scratch, the course will
stretch your mind and challenge you. You will
learn how to create fun, interactive stories. No
coding experience needed.
Instructor: Lesli Skarphol

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course
Grades 3-5

Do you ever wonder how the world works?
Chemistry has the answers for you! In this crash
course, you will learn the basics about what it
takes to be a scientist and conduct many fun
experiments - some may end with a tasty treat.
So break out those lab coats and buckle up as
we explore the crazy world of chemistry!
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta
Mad Scientists: An Advanced Chemistry
Crash Course - Grades 6-8

Do you ever wonder how the world works?
Chemistry has the answers for you! In this crash
course, you will learn the basics about what it
takes to be a scientist and conduct many fun
experiments - some may end with a tasty treat.
So break out those lab coats and buckle up as
we explore the crazy world of chemistry!
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta

Class Descriptions

Middle School Theater Workshop - Grades 6-8

This program builds students' acting, creative
expression and public speaking skills, helping
students perform confidently on stage in a
variety of settings. Through daily monologue
work, scene work and character building, the
students will discover how to create rapport
with the audience and let their personal
charisma shine.
Instructor: Nick P Lostetter
Multiplication Mania and Hands-On
Challenges - Grades 2-5

Do you love math, a bit of friendly competition,
and hands-on challenges? Come practice
your multiplication fact fluency in a high energy, game focused class. Fact fluency is important because it forms the building blocks for
higher-level math concepts. When a child masters their math facts, these concepts will be significantly easier and the student will be better
equipped to solve them faster. But, why sit with
worksheets when you can practice with friends.
You’ll leave this class ready to take on your
family in friends in games that will help you prepare for next year’s math challenges, but more
importantly won’t leave you needing a nap.
We will finish each class with a hands-on STEM
challenge to form connections and challenge
our critical thinking skills. Competition, multiplication and a bit of creative engineering…
.sounds like a great week to me!
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

Class Descriptions
Mystery Mania! - Grades 6-8

In this class you will be using your deductive
reasoning and creativity skills to learn about
and solve mysteries! In this course, you will be
taking a look at the mystery genre in books,
media, and real life. Activities will include: playing a part in a mystery as you discover which
of your classmates has committed a crime, examining evidence and drawing conclusions,
using problems solving skills to crack codes,
and of course creating your own mystery for
others to solve. If you enjoy solving puzzles and
analyzing clues, or just love the mystery genre,
this course is for you!
Instructor: Casie Monson, Jared Hines

Oak Savanna Environmental Education
Grades 7-8

In this 4 day program we will spend most of the
time completing field research at the
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge. Time will be
spent studying terrestrial and aquatic species,
insects, plants, aquatic, fish, reptiles, birds and
mammals. Research will be done to collect
these species to be studied and then released.
Data collected will be stored and the
collection process will be used to determine
their population size and interactions with other
species. The focus of the activities will be to
study: Oak Savanna Species and the
relationship between Insects and Plants
(Pollinators Study) Wetland Species and the
relationship between Phytoplankton and
Zooplankton.
Instructor: Michael Niziolek

Predator and Prey - Grades 2-5

Welcome to the Wild World of Predator and
Prey! If you are interested in animals and the
outdoors, this class is perfect for you. We will
explore the animals living around us and learn
about the adaptations they have that allow
them to survive through the day. You will get
the chance to compare your skills to those of
these specialized hunters or the swiftness of
their prey and see how your abilities would
stack up in the wild. You will also learn about
limiting factors in the environment luckily
through fun activities and games and compare these to the real life struggles that many
animals encounter from time to time. In
addition, we will explore the role humans play
in the environment and develop a better
understanding for the ecosystems around us
and the delicacy we need to treat them with
in order to help them thrive. Come join us for all
of this and more in Predator and Prey!
Instructor: Theresa Clark

Class Descriptions

Problem Solving Skills and Mysteries
Grades 2-3

Do you love a challenge? Do you love solving
mysteries? In this class there will be a variety of
challenges that will help students think outside
of the box. Students will be able to play fun
games that will exercise their brain. We will be
doing escape rooms and other activities to help
students with collaborating to solve problems.
Instructor: Ashlyn Thelen
Renewable Energies - Grades 5-8

A look into understanding and creating
renewable energies. This class will highlight the
different types of renewable energies
available. We will examine how they work,
where they are used, and the pros and cons of
using these energies. We will also try our hand
at putting renewable energies to use in
completing tasks.
Instructor: Marc Olig

Science Of Superheros! - Grades 5-8

Do you enjoy superheros? Ever wonder what it
would take to be one in real life? This class will
look at the powers of superheros and evaluate
the realities of their powers.
Instructor: Marc Olig

Puzzle Creation Book - Grades 4-6

Puzzles and dots and mazes oh my! Use your
creativity to develop your own puzzle and
activity book. Apps from Google Suite will be
used to design each page of this custom
puzzle and activity book. Students will receive
targeted instruction for the apps they choose
to use. Puzzles benefit not only children but
adults too! Students will also learn some
research strategies using ELM (Electronic Library
of Minnesota) when finding information about
the history of puzzle making along with other
types of puzzles, and the benefits puzzles
provide for development. Puzzle creation
requires skills including critical thinking, graphic
design, math, computer skills, project planning,
and development. Each student will take
home a bound copy of their book and a hard
copy to make copies for friends! Let's create!
Instructor: Kristen Schrader

Class Descriptions

Sign Language - Grades 2-8

Have you ever wanted to communicate using
sign language? This is the perfect class to learn
basic sign language. We will learn how to say
different family members, animals, colors, numbers, etc. By the end of our class, you will be
able to sign complete sentences and an entire
book using all sign language. Your family will be
amazed!
Instructor: Georgia Docherty
Simple Machines - Grades 6-8

Students will be introduced to six simple
machines—inclined plane, wedge, screw,
lever, pulley, wheel-and-axle—as well as
compound machines, which are combinations
of two or more simple machines. Students will
use this knowledge to think critically about
machine inventions and impact they have on
are everyday lives. Through several hands-on
activities, students will draw designs for
contraptions that could move a circus
elephant into a rail car, create a construction
site ramp design by measuring different
inclined planes and calculating the ideal vs.
actual mechanical advantage of each,
compare the theoretical and actual mechanical advantages of different pulley systems
conceived to save a whale, build and test
catapults made with popsicle sticks and rubber
bands, and follow the steps of the engineering
design process to design and build Rube
Goldberg machines.
Instructor: Christine Burda

The Chemistry of Candy - Grades 6-8

Do you like candy? Have you ever wondered
how candy is made? In this hands-on class we
will learn about the history of candy, the different types found around the world and dive in
to the chemistry behind the candy making
process. We'll learn about caramelization,
crystallization, the Maillard Reaction, and the 8
sugar stages. To top off our new knowledge,
students will be working in the kitchens to
recreate some of the most popular candies
including Jolly Ranchers, taffy, jelly beans,
marshmallows, and Twix bars. At the end of the
week we'll put our artistic skills to use when we
design and create labels to use when we bag
up our gourmet handmade treats to share with
friends and family!
Instructor: Ashley Lostetter

The Harry Potter Experience - Grades 3-6

Do you find yourself questioning your status as
a Muggle? Do you wonder if the OWL post may
have misplaced your acceptance letter to
Hogwarts? If so, come get a taste of life as a
Hogwarts student for a week. Some of the
things you will experience include making
wands and constructing castles, taking a virtual
exploration of Gloucester Castle(the set for
many scenes from the Hogwarts movies),
planting edible mandrakes(peanut free), practicing our potions and of course, reading some
of our favorite parts from the texts by J.K. Rowling. Come join me for a S.T.E.A.M. filled week of
wizarding magic. Bring a plain colored shirt or
cape for decorating when you are sorted into
your Hogwarts House.
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp
Theatre For Beginners - Grades 2-5

This program builds young students' acting, creative expression and public speaking skills,
helping students perform confidently on stage
in a variety of settings. Through monologue
work, scene work and character building, the
students will discover how to create rapport
with the audience and let their personal
charisma shine.
Instructor: Nick P Lostetter
The Maker Movement-Creating Poetry
Grades 5-8

Do you want to explore poetry? Do you love to
create works of art? Do you have a desire to
learn how to be a “maker”? This class explores
poetry through the maker movement. We will
read and create poetry that is unusual because of how we create it and discover it in
everyday objects and through “making” it. We
use magazines, legos, book pages, book titles,
and our imaginations to create cool and
amazing poetry that will express who we are as
individuals!!
Instructor: Natasha Leach

Class Descriptions

Uke Can Do It! A Beginner's Ukulele Class
Grades 4-7

Want to learn how to play the ukulele in a rigorous and positive environment? Are you selfmotivated and love music? Then this class is for
you! Learn the basics of ukulele anatomy,
chords and strumming while also building your
very own ukulele! Students will have the opportunity to practice new skills individually, and in
groups all under the supervision of a licensed
music teacher . So what are you waiting for?
Sign up and let's get strumming!
Instructor: Carissa Eikom

Uke Can Do It! - Grades 5-8

Want to learn to play the Ukulele? How about
build and decorate it, too? In this class, we will:
build instrument quality ukuleles, learn about
sound and harmonics, investigate the history of
the instrument and of, course, we will jam!
Learn to play both melodies and chords for
several popular songs and old favorites on the
ukulele to impress your friends and family. No
previous experience required!
Instructor: Rebecca Hoover

Class Descriptions

The Science of Baking! - Grades 2-5

In this hands-on class, we'll have fun in the
kitchen learning about the amazing scientific
things that happen when you bake! We'll learn
about the Maillard Reaction, caramelization,
and the elements that make baked goods rise
in the oven all while baking delicious treats to
enjoy! We'll make cookies, cupcakes, cinnamon rolls, and meringue as we explore finding
science in our very own kitchens.
Instructor: Ashley Lostetter

You're A Poet, Don't You Know It?!?!
Grades 2-3

Short stories, poems, journals... OH MY! There
is so much to do with creative writing. Get
over your writers block and unleash your inner
author.
Instructor: Alison M Lemke
What A Relief! An Introduction To Printmaking
Grades 6-8

Welcome to Hogwarts - Grades 2-5

Have you been waiting for your letter from
Hogwarts? Wait no more! The time has come
for you to learn to be a wizard! In this class
you’ll get sorted into houses, make your own
wand and of course, learn some magic. You’ll
ace your O.W.L.s after taking Potions, Ancient
Runes, and Care of Magical Creatures. Then
we’ll head down to the Quidditch pitch for a
quick game. Come join us to see if you have
what it takes to be a wizard!
Instructor: Sara Edgar

In this fun, hands-on class we’ll explore the
fantastic art form of printmaking. We’ll first learn
about the history of printmaking as a means of
communication and later as an art form.
Students will learn about and understand the 7
basic principles of design. We'll discuss the
different types of printmaking techniques
(Relief, Planographic, Intalio, and Stencil) and
learn about famous artists who implement
printmaking as part of their artistic work.

After setting a solid foundation, students will
then get to create their own relief printing
linocut block and collagraph plate. We’ll practice the process of planning, carving, inking,
proofing and printing our very own edition of
numbered prints. We’ll end the week with a
portfolio exchange where every student will
leave with a packet of prints, one from each
member of class.
Instructor: Ashley Lostetter

Ellie Michaelis

Ms. Michaelis grew up and works in Monticello, MN, and
she lives in Golden Valley. She teaches in her favorite
spot in the school - the library! Sharing her love of reading is one of her favorite things to do with students, and
she loves that she can bond with her students through
books like Harry Potter, even though her Hogwarts letter
never came. One of her favorite muggle activities
outside of school is playing board and card games.
Michelle Thompson

Michelle Thompson has taught in the Monticello School
District for 26 years at both elementary and middle
school levels. She also coaches the Monticello Middle
School Speech Team. She holds a BA in Elementary
Education with Concentrations in Theater, Vocal Music
and French from the College of St. Benedict and a
Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Saint
Mary's University. She served on the Board of Directors
of Buffalo Community Theater for 14 years, serving as
Chair for two of those years. She has been acting on
stage for 38 years.
Lesli Skarphol

Lesli Skarphol, Anoka, Mn - Middle School Librarian at
Prairie View Elementary School in Otsego :: Love programming students minds to make a difference :: Other
hobbies include Coffee :: Knitting :: Reading :: Playing
:: Traveling :: Learning
Anna Morphew

Anna Morphew has taught English Learners at
Pinewood Elementary in Monticello for the past seven
years. Before that, she taught for two years in Brooklyn
Center. She loves to read and listen to podcasts to
learn more about our world. She enjoys playing board
games because they make you think while also having
fun with friends. She lives with her dog Whitney, a sheltie
who was adopted from Minnesota Sheltie Rescue.

Instructors

Kristen Schrader

Hello! My name is Kristen
Schrader. I live in Elk River and
teach technology to elementary
school students. I love bugs,
nature, art, and swimming,
among other things. I also enjoy
raising chickens. I have lots of
them running around my yard.
I have a passion for helping
students create using technology.
Megan Bateman

I have been an educator for
twelve years and hold multiple
teaching licenses (including a
Technology
and
Computer
Applications teaching license).
For the past five years, I have
been creating curriculum for
Technology/Media courses and
teaching students K-12 in a
variety of settings. I am currently
a Technology/Media Literacy
Specialist and Reading Interventionist at a STEM school. I also
advise our school’s Student News
Crew. I enjoy tinkering with new
technologies, reading, listening
to music, and dancing. My
mission is to empower our youth
to be innovative designers and
critical thinkers so that they may
make meaningful and joyful
contributions to our communities.

Alison M Lemke

I was born and raised in Monticello. This district shaped
me and formed my love for life-long education, so I feel
incredibly honored I get to be a part of it and give that
same passion for learning to you. I graduated from St.
Cloud State University with a degree in Education, and
a minor in Communications Studies. I am going into my
4th year teaching in the Monticello School District. I
started out teaching ECFE/Preschool, working as a
long-term substitute in both 1st and 3rd grade here at
Pinewood, I was a Kindergarten teacher at Eastview
Education Center, and taught 1st grade last year. My
husband (Toney) and I, my two step-kids (Khloee-12
years old, and Hayden-11 years old), and our three
dogs (Liberty (a dalmatian), Cinder (a mastiff), and a
foster-dog named Murphy (a deaf pitbull), all live in
Monticello. It is home. My parents run a non-profit dog
rescue called Homeward Bound Rescue, so much of
my weekends are spent with rescued dogs trying to find
them their forever homes. Some passions of mine are
running, writing, and spending time with my family.
I am really looking forward to the week ahead of us! Writing is an amazing process which our class will grow in
every way, both academically and social/emotionally.
Rebecca Kounkel

In the 18 years that I have been teaching I have
worked with a variety of subjects and ages. My focus
has been on 5th, 6th, and 8th graders teaching English,
language arts and social studies. I spent a year as as
the G/T Coordinator at Watertown-Mayer Middle
School and spent 6 years as a G/T cluster teacher at Little Mountain Elementary in Monticello. I have just finished my 10th year teaching at Monticello Middle
School where I also coach 7th grade volleyball and
Middle School track.
I love escape rooms, mysteries and I love to travel.
I often combine the three. In addition to the several escape rooms I have experienced here in Minnesota,
I have also tried my skills in Charleston, Kansas City
and St. Louis.

Instructors

Tony Kortenkamp

My name is Anton Kortenkamp
and I have been a science
teacher at Monticello High
School for 13 years. I teach
Physics and Astronomy in an
engaging format that involves
many exciting and hands on
activities. My passion is to entertain students while they learn so
that they will remember their time
in science class fondly for the rest
of their lives. I am also an assistant
coach for Cross Country and
Track at the high school and
enjoy distance running.
Walt Boyd

Walt Boyd is a musician, composer, audio engineer and
media artist based in Minneapolis
Minnesota. He holds a B.A. in
Music Composition and New
Media from St. Cloud State
University and an MFA in Sonic
Arts from the University of Rome
(Tor Vergata - Italy). He has been
a featured teaching-artist in
various
venues
throughout
Minnesota, including The Paramount Theater and The SCSU
Music Educators Series.

Marc Olig

I am a science teacher at St. Michael - Albertville High
school. I have taught Physics, Chemistry and Earth and
Space Science at both the middle school and high
school levels.
Kaitlin Beck

Kaitlin Beck lives in Eden Prairie, MN and is a Middle
School World Language Teacher in Rogers, MN. She has
always had a passion for learning about other languages and cultures and is so excited to now be able
to teach them. During the school year she teaches
Spanish, French, German, and a little Ojibwe to 7th and
8th graders. Kaitlin grew up celebrating holidays and
traditions from the U.S., Italy, Sweden, and China. She
loves to travel and has been able to visit 5 other countries around the world. When she is not exploring the rest
of the world, she loves to spend her time in the great
outdoors of Minnesota.
Julie Stella

My name is Julie Stella and I teach 4th grade at Hassan
Elementary in Rogers. I am a wife and mom of two
daughters who are in 4th and 2nd grade. When I'm not
at school, I like to camp, hike, garden, read, and play
games!
Hannah Wallenta

I am currently a Junior at Bethel University majoring in
Chemistry Education. I am from Buffalo, MN so I have
grown up in the area. I have spent time assisting in middle school classrooms throughout my time in school as
I am preparing to graduate and receive my license
next year. I strive to create an engaging and productive environment by promoting targeted learning experiences that can be applied to the world outside of the
classroom.

Instructors

Amy Weltzin

Amy Weltzin is a 5th grade
teacher at Rogers Elementary
STEM School, where she teaches
reading/language arts and social studies. She loves reading
and teaching reading, with a
focus on fluency and prosody.
She has two elementary age
boys, and together with her husband and kids she loves to camp
and fish.
Steve Leuer

I am in my 15th year of teaching,
my 3rd as the media specialist at
Independence and Liberty Elementary Schools in Big Lake. Prior
to this, I was a middle school
math teacher, cross country and
track coach in the Elk River and
Cambridge-Isanti school districts.
My wife is a 5th grade teacher
and we have two children, a 4th
and 6th grader. In my free time I
enjoy reading, creating, playing
with technology, exploring the
great outdoors, traveling, and
running.

Nick P Lostetter

Nick Lostetter earned his BA in theater from the
University of Minnesota, Morris in 2007 and has acted,
built sets, and directed in over 50 productions. Nick is a
2003 Buffalo High School graduate and excited to be
back in the community as a social studies teacher and
a director at BHS. Nick is married to fellow BHS teacher
Ashley Lostetter, and together, they are the proud
parents of 3 daughters: Harper, Guthrie, and Juniper.
Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

My name is Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp and I am a
third grade teacher at Prairie View Elementary and
Middle School in Otsego. I currently reside in Big Lake
with my husband and two children I attended and
graduated from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in
2005 with a degree in Elementary and Middle Level
Education, Grades 1-8, with a minor in Broadfield Social
Studies. I completed my Masters degree in Teaching
and Learning from Saint Mary’s University in 2010. I am
just completing my fourteenth year of teaching in the
Elk River School District. During the last fourteen years, I
have taught both third and fifth grade, spent a year as
an intervention specialist in the Title 1 and ADSIS
programs, and currently coach the Jr High Math Team.
Michael Niziolek

I have been a Biology Teacher at Elk River High School
and have taught for over 30 years. Classes taught over
the years include courses like Biology, Advanced Placement Biology and Environmental Studies. I have done
numerous outdoor education programs at the
Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge and numerous other
locations for ages 10 through 18. In addition to teaching I am extremely passionate about the environment
and actively involved in managing conservation land.
Last year I was the recipient of the Minnesota Land Trust
Landowner of the Year. My various hobbies are
gardening and participating in silent sports such as
running, biking and skiing.

Instructors

Jared Hines

I am a third-year teacher at
Monticello Middle School who
enjoys reading, writing and finding the answer to unsolved
mysteries. Growing up, The Boxcar Children were my go-to
when it came to reading as I
would dive deep into the
mysteries of the four Aldean
children. Other interests include
photography, hanging out with
my wife and dog and taking trips.
I can’t wait to share my love
of mystery with you during our
time together!
Casie Monson

This will be my second year
teaching 7th grade STEM in the
Monticello School District. I have
always had an interest in the
mystery genre, including novels,
television, movies, and games.
My favorite part about mystery in
media is the ability for viewers to
act as a participant in solving the
puzzle. My interests outside of
school include music, tennis,
traveling, and spending time with
friends & family. I am excited
to spend time solving mysteries
with you!

Theresa Clark

My name is Theresa Clark and I have been teaching
middle school science in the Elk River School District for
11 years. I love everything science related, especially
being in the outdoors and being able to explore in a
hands on setting. Traveling is a great way to do this and
I am always looking for a new adventure to get out and
explore somewhere new. I have recently spent time on
safari watching predator and prey relationships in several countries in Africa and have gained an appreciation for the amazing adaptations these animals have in
order to survive. I am looking forward to sharing these
experiences and learning right alongside the students
as we delve deeper into some of these predator and
prey relationships.
Ashley Lostetter

Ashley Lostetter is a Family & Consumer Science
teacher at Buffalo High School. She graduated from
the University of Minnesota-Morris with degrees in Art
History and Studio Art with a media focus in Printmaking. She is now completing a Master of Arts in Teaching
program from Minnesota State University - Mankato.
Ashley lives in Buffalo with her husband, Nick, their three
daughters Harper, Guthrie, & Juniper and a small
menagerie of pets. In her spare time, Ashley enjoy reading, thrifting, sewing, art, baking, being outdoors, and
spending time with her family.
Georgia Docherty

My name is Georgia Docherty. I am currently teaching
kindergarten. I have been teaching for 30 years in
Monticello. My husband and I have three children.
I love biking, canoeing, and traveling. I learned sign
language in my undergraduate degree from SCSU.
A fascinating fact about my class is that my professor
was deaf and mute. It was a great way to learn sign
language!

Instructors

Christine Burda

Christine Burda current residence
in Milaca MN. I currently teach at
Zimmerman
Middle
School
teaching Earth and Space
Science but have a passion for
working with students in the engineering and design process.
I majored in Biology but found a
home teaching Earth & Space
Science in Zimmerman 5 years
ago. I have taught the last 5
years credit recovery for Physical
Science, which led me to
discover I really enjoyed the
engineering and design process.
At the end of my Earth & Space
year we build Rube Goldbergs
and absolutely am amazed by
the critical thinking, inventiveness
and creativity that goes into
building these contraptions!
Ashlyn Thelen

Ashlyn Thelen is a 2nd grade
teacher at Meadowvale Elementary in Elk River. She has been
teaching for 5 years at the
primary grade levels and
currently getting her master’s
degree in differentiation.
Ashlyn and her husband live in
Otsego with their cat, Simba. She
enjoys going on bike rides,
reading, and hanging out with
family and friends.

Natasha Leach

Natasha Leach is a secondary English teacher at Buffalo Community Middle School. She has been teaching
7-8 grades English Language Arts there for 19 years. She
lives in Monticello with her husband and two children.
She is passionate about creating meaningful and unusual poetry, and she wants to guide students to find
passion with poetry as well by reading unusual poetry
and exploring themselves through it. She has written a
plethora of poetry and loves to read it.
Carissa Eikom

Carissa Eikom is a music teacher at the Eastview Education Center in Monticello, MN. She resides in Plymouth with her husband, Paul. When she's not teaching
music or playing her ukulele, she can usually be found
outside running, biking, water skiing, or kayaking.
Rebecca Hoover

Becky Hoover is an experienced music educator who
loves to share her passion for music making with her students. She currently teaches elementary classroom
music and private lessons with Big Lake Schools.
Sara Edgar

My name is Sara Edgar and I live in St. Michael. I've
taught kindergarten for 19 years in the Big Lake schools.
My favorite thing to do is read, especially the Harry Potter series. I also like to travel and hang out with my two
girls (who are also Potterheads!).

Instructors

